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CAVE QUEST VBS — JULY 11 - 15
BY SUSAN WAKUTA CHILDREN’S DIRECTOR

“I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me
will never walk in darkness, but have the light of
life.” — John 8:12

If I could use one word to describe this year’s
Vacation Bible School (VBS), it would be
“remarkable.”  The theme was Cave Quest,
Following Jesus, The Light of the World. We
normally use a different publishing company, but it
was unavailable. It was a challenge to make this
program into a VBS we were accustomed to. All
the games, crafts, and snacks needed to be
created by our volunteers. Even the Bible lessons
and classroom activities needed modifications so
the children were able to ponder and apply the
Biblical truths they learned.

Contending with all these changes was a little
stressful. However, in case you did not know, we
are an intercessory praying church. When our
church prays, God listens and He answers. And,
God’s answer was simple, “Trust me and watch
what I will do.”  God raised a wonderful core team
who heard His voice and gave them passion for
their areas. God provided 173 volunteers (45
were youth) who understood the vision of sharing
God’s love with the children and pointing them to
our Savior, Jesus Christ. They were flexible,
understanding, and served in unity with their
whole hearts. It was incredible because, through
His perfect design, God wove together a very fun,
meaningful, and memorable VBS.

This year’s mission’s project was collecting
toothbrushes and toothpaste for a Christian
Elementary School in San Telmo, Mexico. Many
of the parents of these children are farmers who
cannot afford simple hygiene products. Our goal
was to collect 200 toothbrushes and 200
toothpaste tubes. Our VBS children donated 322
toothbrushes and 244 toothpaste tubes. It was
great to continue this church’s relationship with
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Nelson Shirota Master of Ceremony

Layne Wakuta Youth Director
searching for the light in the
cave.

Main assembly

VBS Core Team Members
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the people of San Telmo.

Serving in God’s kingdom is not easy. It takes sacrifice and
perseverance especially when there is a real spiritual battle taking
place. Satan would be happy if people would remain in the metaphor of
a dark cave representing evil, sin, and man being lost. However, Jesus
is the Light who will always outshine the darkness. He is both Savior
and Lord. And, we are His disciples who will battle courageously,
spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ.

We kept registration open after the cut-off date and welcomed 23 more
children. Many of those children were from our community. We were
blessed with 206 children who attended VBS and 106 of them were not
from our church; 25 children made first-time commitments to follow
Jesus; and 43 children rededicated their lives to Christ. This was an
increase from last year which was 15 and 17, respectively.

We give praise and honor to God for demonstrating His faithfulness and
goodness to our church. And, a heartfelt thank you to everyone who
participated in this year’s VBS. As a disciple of Jesus your light shined
brightly, making a loving and lasting impact on the lives of children.

Susan Wakuta
Children’s Elementary Director

(Cave Quest VBS 1)

Walking on “water” (cornstarch)

Volunteer Debra Mason helps
with the crafts

Pastor Daniel Matsuda leading the VBS
worship team as the children sing along.

Some of the
Hospitality volunteers

Some of the Youth volunteers
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PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATE
BY PAUL HIRANO, O.D., CHAIRMAN

WELL DONE GVBC
The Pastoral Search Committee (PSC) has been busy since you last heard from us.
The church as a whole did an incredible job in turning in surveys. You all deserve a
hardy “Well done”.

According to the American Baptist Church office, which covers most of the Western
United States, a large return rate would be about 75 surveys. GVBCers turned in
about 450!  That speaks to the relatively large size of our church, but it also is a
statement that GVBCers want to have their voices heard and they care deeply about
what happens to our church. The large number of returns is certainly a blessing, but it
also has consequences. We have to read them!  We need to have all those surveys
tabulated and transcribed so we can digest all the valuable information. In an
additional twist, we had a large Nichigo response so those will need to be translated
before being transcribed. This is a big job, but it is getting done and should be
completed soon.

INTERVIEWS OF THE STAFF

In addition to the surveys, the PSC has been interviewing the church staff — both the
support staff and the pastoral staff. We are asking them what they feel are the
strengths and weaknesses of our church. They have insights into how much of the
work of the church gets done and we are finding this information valuable in building
our concept of who we are, how the church works, and ultimately what we will need
in a new pastor who will move GVBC forward in to the years to come.

ANALYSIS OF DEMOGRAPHICS

The other item which will be consuming much of our time will be analyzing
demographic data. We have ordered and received studies which tell us about the
areas where GVBCers live. This data gives us an idea about things like population
growth projections; how traditional are family structures in the area; racial and ethnic
diversity around GVBC; and church program preferences among many other things.
These studies will help us understand our neighborhood and potential new members.

CONTINUE PRAYING FOR THE PSC
Please continue to pray for us at every church meeting you attend. With every
community group, ministry meeting, staff meeting, youth meeting, and others praying
for us every time you meet, we figure these hundreds of people each week are
praying for the PSC and the whole process of calling a new pastor to GVBC. Also, for
each individual GVBCer, we ask you to remember to pray for us each day at noon.
Take a moment during you lunch to say a prayer for us and our new pastor wherever
he is.

We continue to humbly seek His will for this process. Eltheia Shiozaki, TJ Yee,
Richard Imatomi, Minako Fujimoto, Amy Kushigemachi, Jim Kawashima and I are so
appreciative of the support we feel from you all. Thank you for standing with us in this
crucial time in the life of our church.

Your brother in Christ,
Paul S. Hirano, O.D.
Pastoral Search Committee Chairman
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Donations and Flowers given
in honor or loving memory

FROM TO

Merrick Yoshida and Kazumi Yoshida
Jodie, Voltaire & Julie Rivera

Ueda Memorial Fund Lois Hatsuko Ueda
Amy Kato Ruth Kawai

For Nehemiah 5
Jean Nojima Ruth Kawai

For Nehemiah 5
June Inouye Ruth Kawai
Jean Urabe Ruth Kawai

For Nehemiah 5

Monetary donations given in honor or memory of loved
ones support College Scholarship Fund, unless
specified.
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FAMILY NEWS
A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER . . . — JOHN 13:34

OUR PRAYERS AND CONDOLENCES GO OUT TO
Our condolences to the family of the late Masaru Richard Nagasawa, who passed away on July 3. He is survived by his
children, Richard Nagasawa, Roy Nagasawa and Linda Terao, along with his sister-in-law, Tomi Nagasawa. His funeral
was held at Green Hills and was officiated by Pastor Annette.

Our sympathies are with the Homma family on the passing of Hisao Homma. Hisao’s grandfather was Pastor Wada, who
was instrumental in GVBC’s growth during the 1930s. The funeral was held at GVBC on Friday, July 22 with Pastor Steve
Langley officiating.

LETTERS TO OUR GVBC FAMILY
Dear Pastor Steve & Pastor Annette, I want to send you my heartfelt thanks and appreciation for your many prayers and
words of encouragement during my long recuperation. Because I was unable to walk, it was a troubling time. But you
reaffirmed that our Lord is in control and scriptures brought me peace and comfort. God is so good!  To my small group
family, I want to express my deepest gratitude and appreciation for your caring ministry and generous support to James
and me. The hot meals you provided us for the entire 2 1/2 months were delicious and nourishing, but you brought us
such encouragement. Your prayers for my healing were so moving and reminded me what powerful prayer partners we
have in this small group!  Thank you so much for your kindness. We could not have gone through this period without you!
Gratefully, Yuri Ogawa

The Friday Food Ministry had another great outing on the 1st of
July. We served our tasty chicken pie filling over rice, a green
salad, green beans, garlic bread, fruit cocktail with watermelon,
fruit punch and 4th of July cupcakes to about 60 people.

Cindy Iiyama graciously donated the delicious cupcakes. Thanks
Cindy!  David Clayton led the main dish and Jean Urabe once
again provided her homegrown tomatoes. We were joined in
service by a couple of fellows who frequent the GVBC Wednesday
night basketball fellowship, including Nikolai and his friend from
Russia.

We were also pleasantly surprised to be joined by Keith and
Kristin Shimazaki and their children and friends who were looking
for something to keep them busy during these summer days.
Thank you to Grandpa Tak Shimazaki for picking-up and
delivering the Guiliano’s bread the last couple of weeks.

Our scripture for the day was from Luke 23:32-43. It was a
wonderful time together serving our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

FRIDAY FOOD MINISTRY
BY GERALD MAYEWAKI
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FYI  EVENTS CALENDAR

MISSIONS PRAYER GATHERING
Every second Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Room 119. This is a
prayer time for our missionaries and GVBC's ongoing
missions work. Please join us for prayer; open to all.
Information on our missionaries and mission projects will
be provided. For questions please contact Linda Hayashi
through the church office.
MAHALO: MERCY AFFIRMATION HEALING
ACCOUNTABILITY LOVE OVERCOMING
MAHALO Sundays, 7:00 — 8:30 p.m., Room 201 (upstairs
in the Nichigo homeroom). Mahalo is a Christ-centered
healing ministry for anyone and/or their loved ones who
are challenged by habits, hurts, idols, attachments, or
addictions. For more information contact Pastoral Intern
Diane Ujiiye at the church office or email Diane at:
mahalo@gvbc.net.
MOMMY MEET UP
Tuesdays at 9:30 — 11:30 a.m. at GVBC. The group’s aim
is to provide mothers with a spiritually uplifting time of
fellowship, study and sharing. Contact Tammy Hernandez
at tammy@gvbc.net or call her at the office.
WORK DAY
Saturday, August 6, 8:00 a.m. We start with wake-up
coffee and donuts. No experience needed to help with
minor repairs, landscaping maintenance and cleaning.
Come when you can, leave when you must.
CLASSES AT GVBC
Sunday August 14, 12:30 p.m.
101 Class, Membership and Baptism. For high
school age and up. For those seeking information
about GVBC and who would like to become a member
and/or be baptized.
201 Class, Designed to help you develop spiritual
maturity.
301 Class, (Part 1 on Aug. 7, Part 2 on Aug. 14)
Discovering Ministry. Learn about your unique spiritual
gifts, your S.H.A.P.E. (Spiritual gifts, Heart, Abilities,
Personality, Experience) and take the next step in the
ministry exploration process (must attend two-part
series).
401 Class, Redefining My Life’s Mission. Teaches
you how to redefine your life’s mission and how you
can live as a witness to Christ.

A light lunch is provided before each class. Register by
checking off the appropriate box on the back of your
Connection form or contact Jan Magnani, ext. 0 or
e-mail her at: gvbc@gvbc.net [Class number in the
subject line].

ICE CREAM SOCIAL
Monday, August 15, 6:00 — 8:00 p.m., Community Hall.
Please save the date for this Evangelism Ministry’s
outreach for all ages. Invite your friends or unchurched
friends you have been praying for to a summer fun ice
cream social where we will welcome them to GVBC, share
God's love, and get to know them. There will be music
entertainment, games for the kids, hobby exhibits and ice
cream for all. Helpers are especially needed. The music
program has been set, but here are few opportunities: set up,
serving ice cream, popping popcorn, helping with games and
crafts for kids, sharing a hobby at an exhibit area, friendship

relations. Contact Cindy Matsuda at cindy@gvbc.net or through
the office if you can help. You can also catch her at the Guest
Center after the worship services.
OFFICE CLOSED
Monday, September 5. Labor Day Holiday
GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
Tuesday nights starting September 6 to Tuesday, October 11,
6:30 — 8:00 p.m., room 250. Led by Pastor Brian Lo, co-
leader Debra Mason. For more information, contact Pastor
Brian Lo at brianhlo@gmail.com or call the office.
GVBCLIVE
Friday, September 9, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary. Mark your
calendar and invite all family and friend for an evening of
singing praises to our Lord.
PERSPECTIVES
Mondays starting September 12 through January 16, 2017,
6:30 — 9:30 p.m., Rooms 218/220.
MEN’S RETREAT — SAVE THE DATE
Saturday, September 24 to Sunday, September 25, Victory
Ranch in Moreno Valley. For all men college-age and up. This
is a great time of fellowship, sharing, support and teaching
plus lots of fun during your free time.
HARVEST FESTIVAL
Monday, October 31, 5:30 — 7:30 p.m. Set up will be Sunday,
October 30 after the worship service. More info to follow.
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS
Sunday, November 6. Fall BACK one hour.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, August 10 at www.gvbc.net “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in the
Narthex and the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, August 7.

PRIMETIMER’S EXPERIENCES
 CATALINA ISLAND ADVENTURE:  Wednesday, October 19, $154 per person (includes ferry boat fee, motorcoach

transportation and gratuity for the driver), [make checks out to GVBC with Catalina on memo line]. [NOTE
CHANGES] Departs GVBC at 8:15 a.m. and returns approx. 7:00 p.m. Roundtrip ferry service aboard the Catalina
Express. DEADLINE: final payment due Sunday, September 4. Take a guided scenic tour of Avalon as a guide
shares interesting Catalina Island history and folklore from the comfort of an open-air tram. Free time to explore the
waterfront lined with shops and restaurants. Lunch on your own [make checks payable to GVBC, Catalina in subject
line).

 THE MISSION INN HOLIDAY LIGHT FESTIVAL: Thursday, December 8, $118 per person (includes gratuity for the driver).
DEADLINE for final payment is Sunday, November 13. Tour departs at 12:30 p.m. from GVBC and returns
approximately 9:30 p.m. Experience a memorable afternoon and evening enjoying the holiday traditions of historic
Riverside. Guided tour of the world famous Mission Inn — a National Heritage Landmark — bedecked in holiday
splendor. You’ll have time to explore on your own and do some holiday shopping. Later, your have a holiday dinner
at The Old Spaghetti Factory. After dinner when night falls, you’ll return to the Mission Inn to experience the light
show of over three million lights and more than 350 animated figures.

To pick up a flyer, an application, or be placed on the Waiting List, contact Richard or Keiko Imatomi or visit their table in
the Courtyard after the worship services.

17th Annual GVBC Golf  Tournament
In Celebration of Pastor Steve Langley’s Retirement

Friday, August 12, 12:00 PM at the Rio Hondo Golf Club
This year, proceeds will benefit our Seminarian Scholarships, providing funds for tuition
and books for our seminary students, and GVBC’s Friday Food Ministry, which
provides meals for the disadvantaged.

Fee:  $150 until July 31. After this date it jumps to $175 [make checks payable to
Gardena Valley Baptist Church]
 Includes lunch & dinner, shared golf cart, hole-in-one prizes on Par 3’s, Tee gifts/

tournament polo shirt, range balls.

Don’t golf? These are other ways you can participate:

 Be a tee sponsor
Donate $100 in memory or honor of someone, or provide your business card. A
sign will be made for you at one of the tees on the golf course.

 Provide raffle prizes
We welcome gift cards, gift baskets, sport event tickets, or any item we could
give out as prizes.

Registration forms and Tee Sponsor forms are available in the Narthex. Thank you for
your donations, as well as helping to make GVBC’s golf tournament one of the best
around!  If you have questions, please email the tournament director, Keith Kimura,
kkimura.gvbcgolf@gmail.com.

Gerald Mayewaki prepares the
Tee signs to be placed on the
golf course.

FOOD PANTRY We will be collecting donations for the Gardena Human Services Emergency Food Pantry during the
months of August through October. Place your donations in the brown box in the Narthex. Check expiration dates!
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GVBC Staff

STEVE LANGLEY Senior Pastor ext. 0

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor ext. 681

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor
BRAD TOY College-age Director
LAYNE WAKUTA Youth Director ext. 684

SUSAN WAKUTA Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator
EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator
LEE MATSUNAMI Worship Music & Arts Coordinator
NAOTO FUNADA Nichigo Worship Coordinator
WENDY NAKANO Office Manager ext. 672

PEGGY KUSHIGEMACHI Financial Assistant ext. 675

JAN MAGNANI Secretary ext. 671

REI ABE Nichigo Secretary ext. 677

SANDY TSUKAMOTO Christian Education Secretary ext. 678

SUSIE SHELLEY Newsletter Editor ext. 673

GERALD MAYEWAKI Facilities Assistant
SOCORRO “COCO” KAGAWA Maintenance Assistant
JAI PHETSOMPHOU Maintenance Assistant
ROBERT KATO Sunday Services Assistant
WESLEY SHIOZAKI Sunday Services Assistant
EDMOND AVIADO Sunday Services Assistant

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

Series: Mercy Overflowing

SUNDAY, JULY 31
Prophets
The Delight of Mercy
Pastor Steve Langley

SUNDAY, AUGUST 7/COMMUNION
Gospels
A Channel of Forgiveness

SUNDAY, AUGUST 14
Hebrews
Mercy in Times of Need

SUNDAY, AUGUST 21
James
Your Ministry of Mercy


